[image: image1.wmf][image: image2.wmf]





Purpose:	To establish a policy that provides guidance for the use and maintenance of Self Contained Breathing Apparatus.





Applicability:	All members are responsible for adhering to and following our Self Contained Breathing Apparatus Policy. “SCBA” 					





Policy:





1.0 	Procedure





	1.1	SCBA will be used on all recognized immediately dangerous to life or health (IDLH) atmospheres and all potential situations that may become an IDLH atmosphere. 





	1.2	All personnel engaged in fire fighting operations, at structure fires, dumpster fires vehicle fires, hazardous material response, confine space rescues, etc. will utilize an SCBA and will be breathing air from the cylinder. 





	1.3	SCBA’s will be utilized during overhaul operations until the air quality can be checked by a multi gas meter. 





	1.4	All personnel will receive proper training before utilizing SCBA and must be approved by a chief officer.





	1.5	Annual SCBA refresher training will be provided for all members and a list of pack qualified personnel will be posted in the fire station.





	1.6	All members are responsible for the proper care and handling of the departments SCBA.





	1.7	Any defects with the SCBA will be reported to a line officer and the unit will be taken out of service for repair.





	1.8	All repairs to the SCBA must be done by a certified technician.





	1.9	Batteries to the SCBA Pass Device and Heads- up Display will be replaced twice a year.
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	1.10	All SCBA’s will be flow tested on an annual basis by a certified technician.





	1.11	The air compressor will have an air quality test completed by a certified technician on an annual basis.





	1.12	Air cylinders will be tested in accordance to manufacturer’s specification.





	1.13 	All SCBA’s will be checked weekly and after each use, all manufactures guidelines for


		 Inspection shall be followed. All inspections shall be documented.





	1.14	SCBA’s will be kept in a ready condition with all straps loosened and a fully charged cylinder in place. The Emergency By-pass shall be kept in the closed position. The mask mounted regulator will be kept on the waist strap when not in use. 





	1.15	Air Cylinders must be charged or topped off when found below 10 percent of its rated capacity.





	1.16 	All air cylinders must filled be a trained person, and all manufacture requirements will be adhered to.





	1.17	Facial hair and objects like glasses will not interfere with obtaining air tight seal. Eye glass kit will be issued to those that need. 
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