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Purpose:	To provide guidance to emergency responders, when responding to incidents that involve a School Bus.





Applicability:	 This policy applies to all fire/rescue personnel responding to incidents involving a School Bus.








Policy:





1.0	Initial Response





	1.1	When responding to an incident involving a school bus, the senior fire department officer shall try to obtain as much information as possible while responding to the incident, ie: the number of injuries, entrapment, hazards, etc.





	1.2	The appropriate School District and School Bus Company shall be notified as soon as they are identified. 





	1.3	A complete scene size up shall be conducted by the first arriving unit officer or Senior Fire Officer. The scene size up will be relayed to the next level of command.





	1.4	The Incident Management System shall be utilized at all incidents.





	1.5	Additional resources will be requested as needed by the Incident Commander.





	1.6	The School District response team will become a part of the Incident Management Team. Information between the Incident Commander and the School District is critical. 





	1.7	The Incident Commander shall use the School Districts quick response guide as a tool for incident management.





	1.8	Standard Rescue Practices shall be conducted by fire department personnel. 
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2.0	Patient Care/Accountability





	2.1	The first arriving unit officer or Basic Life Support Units should try to identify the number of students that was on the bus prior to the incident. 





	2.2	The care of the patients shall be indentified through recognized Mass Casualty Standards.





	2.3	Documentation of the patient’s status and their designation is important for accountability of the students and staff. 





	2.4	The Incident Commander shall be kept informed on the number of patients and resources needed. 





	2.5	Student medical records will be made available to the receiving medical care facilities by the School District involved. 





	2.6	Transportation of patients in a school bus for Class 3 patients or non injured students is acceptable as long patient care is not compromised.





3.0	Public Information





	3.1	Public Information of the incident shall be coordinated through the School District, it is extremely important that the correct information is given out. 





	3.2	The School District will be responsible for the notification of family members or guardians. 





	3.3	A staging area for parents and family members shall be designated. 





	3.4	A staging area for the media will be designated and  the privacy of the family members and parents must be considered. 
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4.0	Termination





	4.1	Before command is terminated, the Incident Commander will ensure that all students have been accounted for.





	4.2	 A briefing will be held with the School District to ensure that all information has been properly exchanged. 





	4.3	 A briefing with all emergency services personnel is conducted to exchange information and to critique any immediate issues.





	4.4	An After Action Briefing will be conducted within seven days of the incident, if the incident warrants such action. 
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