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Purpose: 	To direct the activities of responding apparatus at the scene of hazardous materials incident 		prior to the arrival of technician level responders.








Applicability: This policy applies to all Shippensburg Fire Department personnel responding to Hazardous 		Materials Incidents.








Policy





Apparatus Response 


	1.1	The first arriving unit should establish Command and begin a size-up. The first unit must consciously avoid committing itself to a dangerous situation. Command location will be set up based on wind direction, topography, and location of the incident.





	1.2	Establish a staging area for other responding apparatus.





	1.3	Apparatus should stage up hill and up wind at a safe distance from the incident.





	1.4	Establish  Hot, Warm and Cold zones.





	1.5	Request additional resources as needed- special consideration should be given to additional manpower units, Franklin & Cumberland County County Decontamination Team, Cumberland County Hazmat Team, Cumberland County Foam Team, Letterkenny Army Depot Hazmat unit.





	1.6	Assign a safety officer. 





	1.7	Determine method of confinement of the chemical.





	1.8	All personnel will operate to their level of training.





Victims Priorities 





	2.1	Determine number of victims and ensure incoming EMS responses are sufficient





	2.2	Identify the victim’s locations, conditions and contamination
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	2.3	Determine Rescue vs. Recovery Mission





	3.0	Information needed to be gathered





	3.1 	Locate the person who requested the fire department and verify the reason for requesting assistance.





	3.2 	Attempt to determine chemicals involved.





	3.3	Obtain all available information on the health hazards of the chemicals involved.





	3.4	Determine the quantity of chemicals involved.





	3.5	Determine any immediate exposure problems.





	3.6	Gather all available information on the physical and chemical properties of the chemicals involved. 





	3.7	Use Emergency Response Guide, NIOSH Guide, MSDS’s, or any other available means to determine chemical characteristics. 





	4.0	Tactical Procedures





	4.1	Assess situation for potential rescues





	4.2	Monitor the incident including the perimeter.





	4.3	Containment of the material by damming, diking, absorbing, diverting, dispersion, vapor dispersion or dilution.





	4.4	Determine evacuation or shelter in place in accordance to the Emergency Response Guide.





	5.0	Incident Management





	5.1	The National Incident Management System will be utilized on all hazardous materials incidents.





	5.2	Consider filling the following positions as need be; Hazmat Group Supervisor, Assistant Safety Officer, Entry Team Leader, Decontamination Leader, Medical Team Leader, Logistics Team Leader.





	5.3	Utilize ICS 201 and ICS 208HM forms. 





	5.4	Technician Level decisions left to the Hazmat Group Supervisor. 
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