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Purpose:  	To direct the activities of responding apparatus at the scene of trench rescue incidents prior to 		the arrival of a certified specialty rescue team.  





Applicability: This policy applies to all Shippensburg Fire Department personnel responding to Trench 			 Rescue incidents.





Policy 





1.0	Apparatus Response:





1.1	First arriving units will position their apparatus at least 250 feet from the reported location, turn 	off apparatus and walk to the scene.





1.2	Establish an off-site staging area for other responding apparatus





1.3	The first arriving unit should establish command, if no command officer from the SFD is 	responding.





1.4	Request additional resources as needed- special consideration should be given to additional 	manpower units, Air unit, Cumberland County Technical Rescue Operations Team (TROT).





2.0	Operational Priorities:





	2.1	Identify the number of victims and ensure incoming EMS resources are sufficient.





	2.2	Identify the victim’s locations and conditions (if possible).





	2.3	Determine the amount of additional resources that will be needed.





3.0	Tactical Procedures:





3.1 	Perform an inner circle check; establish a 100’ perimeter around the incident location. 





3.2	Eliminate all sources of vibration within 500’ of incident location, turn off all machinery 


            and stop all traffic.
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3.3	Identify and interview any job supervisors or witnesses to obtain additional information 


            from job cut sheets and permits.





3.4	Initiate Lock-Out / Tag-Out on all related machinery and equipment.





3.5	Approach the trench site from one end.





3.6	 Determine if the victim is trapped by utilities and to what depth the victim(s) is buried.





3.7	 Try to initiate contact with the victims from a safe location. If successful obtain as much information as possible as to what happened and what resources will be needed to remedy the situation.





3.8	Try to determine if the situation is a Rescue or Recovery mission





3.9  	Confirm notification of appropriate utility companies.





3.10	Request non entrapped individuals (construction workers) assist by moving wood and


	any other equipment and tasks assigned by the incident commander.





4.0	Rescue Team Transition





4.1	Provide a Face To Face Update to the Rescue Team Leader





4.2  Assist with Equipment Set Up.





4.3  Maintain Scene Security.





4.4	Provide Scene Support for the duration of the incident.
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